[image: image1.png]



The Blessing of The Holy Altar and Icon Screen
Of

St. Nicholas 

Byzantine Catholic Church

Perth Amboy, NJ
The Sunday of the Ointment Bearers
April 19, 2009

The people stand.

DEACON:
Most Reverend Bishop give the blessing.

BISHOP:
Blessed is our God always now and ever and forever.

PEOPLE:
AMEN

BISHOP:
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he trampled death and to those in the tombs he granted life.
PEOPLE:
Christ is risen from the dead, by death he conquered death and to those in the grave he granted life.  (2 times)

PEOPLE:
Glory  to You our God, glory  to You.

BISHOP:
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us.  (1)

PEOPLE:
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us.  (2)

PEOPLE:
Glory  to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

BISHOP:
now and ever, and forever.  Amen.
PEOPLE:
O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us, O Lord, cleanse us of our sins; O Master, forgive our transgressions; O Holy One, come to us and heal our infirmities for Your name’s sake.

BISHOP:
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.

PEOPLE:
Glory  to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

BISHOP:
now and ever, and forever.  Amen.

PEOPLE:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we for give those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

BISHOP:
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever.

PEOPLE:
AMEN

TROPARION OF ST NICHOLAS – Tone 4

The sincerity of your deeds has revealed you to your people * as a teacher of moderation, * a model of faith, and an example of virtue.  * Therefore, you attained greatness through humility, * and wealth through poverty.  * O Father and Archbishop Nicholas, * ask Christ our God to save our souls.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever.  Amen.

KONTAKION OF ST NICHOLAS – Tone 3

You were truly a priestly worker in Myra, O Holy Nicholas, * for zealously living the Gospel of Christ, you dedicated your life to your people; * you saved the innocent from death.  * Therefore, you have been sanctified * as one who has entered the mystery of God’s grace.

DEACON:
Let us pray to the Lord.

PEOPLE:
Lord have mercy.

BISHOP: O God, Who are everlasting and without beginning: Who brought all things into being from nothingness; Who dwell in the light unapproachable, and have the heavens for Your footstool – You gave Moses an order and a pattern, and to Bezalel the spirit of wisdom, and knowledge for every kind of craft, thus enabling them to erect the tabernacle of the Testimony, in which were enshrined the injunctions concerning divine worship, which were the images and foreshadowings of the truth.  You endowed Solomon with a generous and benevolent heart, and through him renewed the ancient Temple.  Through the praiseworthy Apostles You renewed the service in the Spirit, the grace of the true tabernacle, and through them, O Lord of Hosts, planted throughout the earth your holy churches and altars, that there might be offered to You the holy and unbloody Sacrifice.  You also have been pleased to cause this church to be erected for Your glorification, and the glorification of Your only-begotten Son, and Your All Holy Spirit.

Therefore, O immortal and most generous King, call to mind Your bounties and Your mercies, which are everlasting, and do not despise us, who are defiled by a multitude of sins; do not void Your covenant because of our uncleanness, but disregard our offenses and strengthen us with the grace and inspiration of the life-giving and Holy Spirit, that we may without condemnation celebrate the renovation of this church and consecrate this sacred altar, that in this church we may glorify You with psalms, songs and sacred services, and praise Your goodness always.

Hear us sinners, who pray to You, O Master our Lord and God, hope of the world, and send down your all-holy, and adorable and almighty Spirit, and sanctify this church and this altar; fill it with perpetual light; make it a haven for the storm-tossed, a remedy for the passions, a refuge for the weak, a fortress against the onslaughts of the demons.  Keep a watchful eye on it day and night, and an attentive ear to the supplications of those who enter it with fear and reverence and call upon Your most honored and adorable name, that whatsoever they shall ask You will hear it in heaven above, and will be merciful and gracious to them.  Preserve it firm, until the end of time, and manifest this altar as the Holy of Holies by the power and action of Your Holy Spirit.  Glorify it above the Throne of mercy of the Old Law, so that the sacred functions which shall be celebrated upon it may reach Your holy, most heavenly and spiritual altar, and obtain for us the grace of Your most pure protection; for we do not trust in the service of our unworthy hands, but in Your unspeakable goodness.

PEOPLE:
Amen.

BISHOP:
This altar is sanctified through the grace of the all-holy Spirit, by the sprinkling of this holy water, in honor and glory of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, and in memory of His Saints, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  (Three Times)

The Bishop comes before the Iconostas

DEACON:
Let us pray to the Lord.

PEOPLE:
Lord have mercy.

BISHOP:
O Lord God, Creator of all things visible and indivisible, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who ordained in the Old Testament that images of the Cherubim be made for the Ark of the Covenant and the Temple of Solomon, and Who do not reject the image of your Saints, but accept them graciously, so that as many times as we look upon them we might recall and meditate on their life and works, and thus through them be readers of the Holy Scripture, we implore You fervently, bestow your heavenly blessing upon these icons that preach to us the Gospel and which we have erected in honor, glory and memory of the birth, miracles, and good deeds of your only-begotten Son, and bless + and sanctify + them through the sprinkling of this holy water, so that not only by reading the Gospels, but also by meditating on these pictorial representations of our Lord Jesus Christ, of His Blessed Mother, the Angels, Saint John the Baptist, Saint Nicholas, the Holy Apostles, Prophets, Martyrs, and of all the other Saints, we may recall their great deeds and thus be enlightened and inspired by their example to lead good lives according to your will.

Grant to those who shall stand reverently in prayer before this Iconostas and who shall call upon You, God the Father, and your only begotten Son, and Your all-holy and life-giving spirit, Who are represented in these icons; who shall ask for the intercession and help of your Saints and mercy and remission of sins and render them worthy heirs of Your kingdom: For You are a merciful and generous God, Who love mankind, and we give glory to You, with your only begotten Son, and your all-holy, gracious and life giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

PEOPLE:
Amen.

The Bishop sprinkles the whole Iconostas from top to bottom, with holy water saying:

BISHOP:
These Icons are sanctified through the grace of the all-holy Spirit, by the sprinkling of this holy water, in honor and glory of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, and in memory of His Saints, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  (Three Times)

While the Bishop incenses the Iconostas, 

the following tropars are sung:

Tropar Tone 2

We bow before Your sacred image, O gracious Lord, * and beg forgiveness for our offenses, O Christ our God; *for You of Your own will, deigned to ascend the cross in Your human nature * to deliver from bondage under the enemy, those who You created.  * Therefore, we gratefully cry out to You: * “Through Your coming to save the world, O Savior, * You have filled all with joy.”

Tropar Tone 2

All you apostles, martyrs, prophets and Hierarchs, * monks, nuns, with the holy men of all times, * who fought well and preserved the faith, * thus gaining the Lord’s trust, * intercede for us and pray to Him to save those who call upon him with faith, * and who piously venerate your icons, * for you are faithful friends.

THEOTOKION Tone 1

O most pure Virgin, show yourself a defender, * and a powerful mediatrix to those who with love venerate your holy icon, * and acknowledge you as truly the Mother of God, * by protecting them from all evil, * for you can do all things.

After the Bishop incenses the Iconostas he sprinkles the entire church with holy water
 singing once:
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

The people repeat these words until the bishop finishes sprinkling the entire church with holy water.

Returning to the altar, the Divine Liturgy begins.
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